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France, instead of resting, as had been supposed, on
a firm rock, was perhaps over a volcano.

Thiers has represented Malet's conspiracy as a
wholly Eepublican plot. We are inclined to believe
that it was rather a Royalist conspiracy. This is the
thesis which M. Albert Duruy has supported with
original documents, and with arguments that to us
seem convincing. He tries to prove, and we think
on good grounds, that this affair was only, so to
speak, the first sketch, the prologue, of the Royalist
movement of 1814. The ideas, the passions, the
language, were the same. Of the Republic there was
not.a word either in the false decree of the Senate or
in the other forged papers. The name of King was
not uttered; but it is evident that if he was not on
the stage, he was at least just behind the scenes.
Who were Malet's provisional government? General
Moreau, President; Carnot, Vice-President; Count
Frochot, Prefect of the Seine; the Duke Mathieu de
Montmorency; the Count Alexis de Noailles; Gen-
erals Malet and Augereau, Vice-Admiral Truguet,
Senators Volney, Garat, Lambrecht, Destutt-Tracy,
and Messrs, Jacquemont and Florent-Guyot. Was
it possible in 1812 to make Moreau, the future gene-
ral of the Coalition, pass for a Republican ? Could a
Montmorency and a Noailles be counted as adherents
of the Republic? Is there anything Republican in
this sentence of the proclamation which the conspir-
ator t intended for the army: "Prove to the country
that you were no more the soldiers of Bonaparte than